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Adjacent the Wapiti River, an old stock corral south of Elmworth with full autumn colour.       

 

         Upcoming Fall Events – see details on PCHS Forum | Facebook 

     Additional podcasts have been added for your enjoyment! Our first six video podcasts with 
reviews of the historic major fires from our region, the organizing of area Royal Canadian 
Legions, an appreciation of the Grande Prairie Museum, the 2024 Heritage Fair, Mounties as 
community builders, and local hockey greats, are all now uploaded. Bookmark our YouTube 
channel and enjoy it at The Peace Country Historical Society Podcast - YouTube 

 

           2025 Events will be emailed to members and posted on the PCHS Forum | Facebook page. 
                                                                      
                       November 8th  PCHS Remembrance-Themed Event, GP Museum at 1:30 PM  
                       December Christmas Event, with Generations Readers Theatre. Day TBA 

                       More details will be added as planning and participants are confirmed.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/720739788067031
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjhT9BMS8qOf1Ejle_q_IFg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/720739788067031
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   Peace Country Historical Society                           
   Vision: To encourage the appreciation of the 
   history of the Peace Country      
 

   Mandate: The mandated area of the  
   Peace Country Historical Society is the  
   Northwest region of Alberta 
 

Board of Directors 
Ron Thoreson--President 
Meaghan Pueramaki-Brown--Vice-President 
Susan K. Thomson—Treasurer 
Charles Taws–Secretary 
David Rhody–Director 
Doug Spry–Director 
Wanda Zenner--Director 
Kristy Williams–Director 
 

PCHS Committee Chairs 
Duff Crerar- Podcasts and Military 
Susan Thomson–Heritage Fair 
TBD–Advocacy & Land Settlement 
Ron Thoreson–Newsletter/Web/Facebook 
Charles Taws–Historic Plaque Placements 
Wanda Zenner–Generations Readers Theatre   
                             Grande Prairie  
Janet Peterson–Event Greeter/Sign-in 
 

Contact Us 
Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoreson  
rdthor@telusplanet.net 
780-831-6882 
 

 Our New Mailing Address: 
 Peace Country Historical Society 
 Lower Level, Centre 2000 
 11330 106 Street 
 Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 7X9 
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What We Can Offer 
 

• A chance to help set the direction for our 
Peace Country Chapter at membership 
meetings or other communication means. 

 

• A chance to learn about Peace Country 
history during presentations and tours, 
through Facebook, the Newsletter, the 
Website, and at membership meetings. 

 

• A chance to meet other people who enjoy 
history. 

 

• A chance to contribute as a volunteer in 
various projects that we carry out. 

 

• A chance to advocate for the preservation 
of the history of our area. 

 

• Qualify to submit applications for HSA 
grants to fund special projects. 

 

• We hope you choose to join, or continue 
with our Society. 
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Editor’s Message 

Remembrance and Memory 

This issue of our newsletter is centered on the importance of remembrance in our 

lives. The solemn ceremonies that commemorate the sacrifice and service of the 

armed forces through past wars will always be central to that observance, but if we 

widen our view, we see the individual members who served, and their impact on the 

families they came from. For the fortunate ones able to return and rejoin civilian life, 

they built their lives and families who now carry those memories forward to share with 

us. Our November 8th event at the Grande Prairie Museum recalls Danny Rycroft’s war 

service, and this newsletter will add others to commemorate their service. 

Many of us were fortunate in our early lives to have spent some time with those who 

had served on our behalf. Sadly, we are now left to regret the loss of the many stories 

that we never sought, or the life lessons older generations experienced but were then 

left unsaid and unwritten. Meanwhile, our younger generations are hungry for role 

models for their path forward, and also wanting to make a meaningful contributions to 

their communities. It’s time to share. 

If there’s a subject for the rest of us that needs attention, it is the gathering of notable 

or family stories of interest that shed light on accomplishments or struggles of those 

born to our area, or who may have chosen it for their new home.  

It may take some years for the material to become a “historically” useful tale of 

interest, but it can still be of immediate or lasting value to share with relatives or 

friends in the near term. For those who prefer talking to writing, we are also 

considering a workshop on how to conduct an oral history interview to help prepare 

more of our members for collecting, sharing, and preserving knowledge from 

generation to generation.  

So, I would invite you to do a small bit to save a story that is memorable for you, invite 

a friend to join in supporting the preservation of local or regional history, or just attend 

an event if the weather and your mobility allows.    

Ron Thoreson, Editor 
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Leo Shirey Dawson passed away at the age of 97 in January, 2025, and in the spirit of remembrance, 

Martha Keeling Dawson provided that wider view of the service contributions of her forbearers. 

Though the account starts in England it is here thanks to Martha and Leo's deep involvement in our 

region's development. His obituary is at https://bcfh.ca/obituaries/leo-shirey-dawson/ 

Leo had many early teaching venues, but like so many of the families who arrived in the Peace,  
Martha and Leo "settled" and became long-time residents. Both had teaching careers, and in 1969 
Leo had taken a position with the Grande Prairie Regional College. When he “retired” to farming, he 
was active on the Kleskun Lake Grazing Reserve board, so it’s not far away from a Spry or a Rycroft.  
 
The story of three generations of the Round family included here and their happy return from their 
war service are a fine closing to our PCHS Fall Newsletter. Sincere thanks to all of our contributors.  
 

https://bcfh.ca/obituaries/leo-shirey-dawson/


 
 
 

14 
 

 



 
 
 

15 
 

 

 



 
 
 

16 
 

 



 
 
 

17 
 

 



 
 
 

18 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

19 
 

     
      With luck, the weather will take care of the hopper scourge in Wanda’s garden before the next season! Ed. 


