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                    The Spring Issue 
                Volume 15, Issue 1 

    
                               

                                         Promoting, Preserving, Publishing Our Heritage                                         

         

            
 

 

Upcoming Spring/Summer Events – see details on PCHS Forum | Facebook 
     Additional podcasts have been added for your enjoyment! Our first six video podcasts with 

reviews of the historic major fires from our region, the organizing of area Royal Canadian Legions, 
an appreciation of the Grande Prairie Museum, the 2024 Heritage Fair, Mounties as community 
builders, and local hockey greats are now uploaded. Bookmark our YouTube channel and enjoy 
at The Peace Country Historical Society Podcast - YouTube 

 

     2025 Events will be emailed to members and posted on the PCHS Forum | Facebook page. 
                                                                      
                       April 27th       PCHS Annual General Meeting April 27, 2 PM, GP Museum 
                       May 1st          2025 Northern Alberta Heritage Fair, Grande Prairie Library  
                       May 17          Information table at the International Museum Day event, GP Museum. 
                       May 24          Bus Tour: with David Leonard, to Fort St. John area, and the Tsekwa Cave Site 
                       August 2nd       Information table at Heritage Day event at Grande Prairie Museum?  
                       August           PCHS Forbes Tea event 
                       September   Short bus trip with David Leonard.  Lower Beaverlodge Fall Colours Tour 
                       November    Remembrance Event  
                       December    Christmas Event, with Generations Readers Theatre. 
                       More event dates may be added as planning and participants are confirmed.  

    The TseKwa Cave at Charlie Lake, a National Historic Site with 12,500 years of archaeological history. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/720739788067031
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjhT9BMS8qOf1Ejle_q_IFg
https://www.facebook.com/groups/720739788067031
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  Peace Country Historical Society 
 

Vision: To encourage the appreciation of the 
history of the Peace Country      
 

Mandate: The mandated area of the  
Peace Country Historical Society is the  

   Northwest region of Alberta 
 

Board of Directors 
President—Ron Thoreson  
David Leonard—Vice-President 
Susan K. Thomson—Treasurer 
Charles Taws–Secretary 
David Rhody–Director 
Doug Spry–Director 
Linda Schofield–Director 
Wanda Zenner--Director 
Meaghan Pueramaki-Brown–Director 
 

PCHS Committee Chairs 
Duff Crerar- Podcasts and Military 
Susan Thomson–Heritage Fair 
David Leonard–Advocacy & Land Settlement 
Ron Thoreson–Newsletter/Web/Facebook 
Charles Taws–Historic Plaque Placements 
Linda Schofield–Generations Readers Theatre   
                             Grande Prairie  
Janet Peterson–Event Greeter/Sign-in 
 

Contact Us 
Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoreson  
rdthor@telusplanet.net 
780-831-6882 
 

 Our New Mailing Address: 
 Peace Country Historical Society 
 Lower Level, Centre 2000 
 11330 106 Street 
 Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 7X9 
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What We Can Offer 
 

• A chance to help set the direction for our Peace 
Country Chapter at membership meetings or 
other communication means. 

 

• A chance to learn about Peace Country history 
during presentations and tours, through 
Facebook, the Newsletter, the Website, and at 
membership meetings. 

 

• A chance to meet other people who enjoy 
history. 

 

• A chance to contribute as a volunteer in various 
projects that we carry out. 

 

• A chance to advocate for the preservation of the 
history of our area. 

 

• Qualify to submit applications for HSA grants to 
fund special projects. 

 

• We hope you choose to continue with us, or join 
our Society. 
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Editor’s Message  

My Personal Views on Keeping Canada Canadian 

 

With regrets, history has overtaken my plan for a nostalgic look backward to the arrival of my 

father’s family at the end-of-rail in Grande Prairie in 1916. They entered Canada at Emerson, 

Manitoba. When I brought a book home from a dusty family collection about a year ago, I 

expected some historical material that could guarantee an early night’s sleep. How could I miss 

with a scholarly study that covered the period of 1821 to 1870? An often-forgotten era of 

reciprocity, tariffs, and political scheming. Who would expect it to be anything but a historical 

curiosity, recalling such long-forgotten negotiations? 

My interest was aroused by the title: “Minnesota and the Manifest Destiny of the Canadian 

Northwest, A Study in Canadian-American Relations,” authored by Minnesota-born historian 

Alvin C. Gluek in 1965. The study years predated my grandfather’s migration from Minnesota to 

Alberta in 1916, but by coincidence, his birth there in 1870 matched the study’s endpoint.  

In the later chapters of Gluek’s book, under President Andrew Johnson (with an expansionist 

Secretary of State William Seward, who purchased Alaska in 1867), and then, in 1869, under the 

“interested but cautious” President Ulysses S. Grant, the decades-long plan played out. The 

United States expected to see the Canadian Northwest easily swallowed when caught between 

the “jaws of Alaska and the southern states”. The West and British Columbia would be annexed 

and fall like ripe fruit, fulfilling America’s Manifest Destiny. 

Despite the expectations of those working to lure Louis Riel into common cause with Americans 

seeking to annex the Canadian Northwest, the people of the Red River settlement were more 

closely aligned with the British crown, but expected a significant level of local control. When 

surveyors arrived even before the Hudson’s Bay Company was transferred, it was soon evident 

that Riel and the Red River Métis Settlers were prepared to assert their position to the 

Dominion of Canada on governance, property, and their generations-long connection to it.  

After Riel seized control of Fort Garry on December 10, 1869, more American efforts were 

made to secure Rupert’s Land for the United States. President Ulysses S. Grant’s “short-of-war” 

policy failed to win that prize. Reacting to the blunders of Canadian politicians, Louis Riel 

organized a rebellion to safeguard the rights of his people and all Red River settlers, ultimately 

resulting in Manitoba as an equal province within the Dominion.  
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Through applied political skills and force, Prime Minister John A. MacDonald eventually 

reinforced a definitive 49th parallel that lasted over 155 years. All this was despite several 

attempts by Minnesota merchants to enlist federal government action. Even after the transfer 

of Rupert’s Land to the Dominion of Canada in 1869, an editorial in the St. Paul Press titled “Our 

Commercial Empire” stated, “If politically it belongs to Canada, geographically and 

commercially it belongs not to Canada but to Minnesota.”       

We haven’t seen a major invading force on Canada’s current land border since the War of 1812, 

and then the Fenian Raids of 1866 to 1871, when our interests and political stability were 

threatened. The last of the Fenian raids was in 1871 at Emerson, Manitoba, where the Fenians, 

who had hoped to enlist Riel in their cause, were instead taken into custody and removed by 

Grant’s US Army before the Canadian forces could arrive from Winnipeg to oust them.  

But history can sometimes be predictive, and here we are again. Canadians will have to assess 

friend or foe, and if that extreme threat arises from formerly rational allies, we will need to 

employ a full range of options to defend our land.  

In 2025, the threat now arises from a United States President who wants to annex not just the 

Northwest but all of Canada. Not content to have a traditionally open door to purchase 

Canadian resources and production, we face extortion from an administration using the threat 

of economic warfare, or even military occupation, to attack a peaceful sovereign neighbour. 

Using insults to achieve that end is a dangerous negotiation strategy that can only heighten 

tensions and poses a very real threat.   

Instead of a rational state actor, we face a twice-impeached former real estate promoter with 

multiple felony fraud indictments. Now, as the President, he recognizes no limits on his power. 

With such a belligerent America, our nation is under a drastic, unprovoked economic attack. 

Sadly, we are just one of the world’s nations threatened with such chaos today.  

My Norwegian-born great-grandfather volunteered for the Union forces in the Civil War, which 

means my age for normal military service to my country is long past a “best before” date. But 

studying history has also brought into focus another danger to our country, of potential home-

grown collaborators as a critical national threat.  

The world knows the term Quisling, recalling the infamy of the politician (Vidkun Quisling) still 

detested by Norwegians. He collaborated with fascist invaders against his own country and 

even organized the execution of his fellow citizens who resisted. Tried for his treason, he faced 

a firing squad at the end of the war in 1945. 

There may be a way to serve if Canada needs to form a wartime Home Guard. “They also serve 

who only stand and wait.” John Milton wrote the line in the mid-1600s, which was later 

repurposed by Winston Churchill, to recognize the valued support to the country from all 

English citizenry not actively serving in the enlisted ranks.  

With our eyes fully open, we should all be prepared to stand on guard for Canada. 
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Historic Coal Mines Update  

Pat Wearmouth 

For several years, PCHS members Stan and Reita Sparks have been looking for four historic coal 

mines in the Bad Heart district north of Teepee Creek. Others have been helping, including 

members of the Moosehill Trail Rides draft horse club and interested locals. As they look, they 

have also been building a wagon trail on which to travel to the general vicinity of the mines.  

All of the mines are located along an unnamed creek that flows from the southwest into the 

Bad Heart River. They are roughly a mile west of the junction of Highway 733 and Township 

Road 752. Mining permits for the mines were issued by the provincial government between 

1923 and 1941. 

There were three underground mines in the banks of the creek, and one surface strip mine.  

The names associated with the mines included Len Beard, John and Emil Arac, Russell and 

Williams, and Anton Anderson and his sons Henry and George. The elder Anderson had mining 

experience in Sweden before settling in the Peace Country.  

Coal was produced with picks and shovels, an arduous job in confined spaces. Once mined the 

coal was loaded in wagons and eventually trucks, for transport to local farms, and the 

communities of Teepee Creek, Webster, and Sexsmith. It was hauled on trails that led south to 

the Webster Road (Township Road 744) and onward from there.  

A more complete story of these mines and others in the South Peace is found in the PCHS 

newsletter archives on our website. The article is contained in the Winter 2020 edition and 

titled “Christmas Coal”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Stan, Reita and a friend on the pile of excavated shale.  Right: Stan in the hole at the entrance cave in. 
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The group now believes they have found the approximate location of all the mines. They are working to find the 

mine entrances. So far one has been located. A pile of shale rock was the clue needed. Shale rock had to be 

removed before the coal could be mined. A careful look is required because of the brush and trees that have 

grown in intervening years. 

In order to do this kind of exploring, the group received an approval to do so from Regulatory Approvals 

Coordinator, Alberta Arts, Culture, and Status of Women. The approval comes under authority of the Historic 

Resources Act, with the stipulation that any findings be reported.  

As mentioned, the other part of the project is the creation of a trail to access the sites. The draft horse club 

received permission to use an old wellsite access road to the north of the mine locations as a start of a wagon 

trail. From there, they have been slowly clearing the way to the mine.  

                       

The photos above show Stan Sparks with a wagon and his good looking team of Norwegian Fjord horses on the 
trail as built to date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Membership Renewal: A Gentle Reminder…  

Most previous members' yearly renewal dates happen on April 1st. While the HSA website for online 

renewal has some glitches, it should be up and working properly soon. The Calgary office can assist with a 

phone call on a Tuesday or Wednesday, weekly, between 9 and 3. Leave a message for a call-back if you 

don’t connect when calling for assistance to Sue at 1 (403) 261-3662.  
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Submitted by Wanda Zenner, March 2025 

Would you like some cake 

with that coffee? 

Well, you’ll have to make it yourself, and 

you’ll need to find a recipe for the icing 

of your choice as well! This recipe is 

from 1936, but that was in the tough days 

of the Dirty Thirties, so the sugar and 

vanilla were probably hard to find as well.  

Unlike modern versions of this patriotic 

cake with simple maple leaf decorations, 

just imagine how difficult it would be to 

create a passable Union Jack to top the 

Canada Cake! 

Recipe courtesy of Whitelaw and District 

Centennial Committee, with our thanks. 
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